
Common Lilac 
(Syringa vulgaris) 

There is little wondering why the lilac is one of the most commonly planted shrubs in 

the American landscape. One whiff of the intoxicatingly rich fragrant blooms and it 

becomes clear. Plant this sturdy shrub in full sun and well-drained soil, and after that 

it is relatively low maintenance. Lilacs will continuously send up new shoots each year 

forming a dense thicket. You can prune out the oldest and largest stems (2” or 

greater) for best flowering. This shrub can also handle clay soils.  (Zones 3 - 7)  

10’ - 15’ High 

8’ - 15’ Spread 

Flowering Shrub 

Full Sun 

Medium Growth 

Well Drained Soils 

Round Shape 
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